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 History 3282 
History of the Soviet Union 

 
 
Autumn 2022         Prof. Hoffmann 
Scott Lab N054         Dulles Hall 212 
TR 12:45-2:05         T 2:30-3:30 
hoffmann.218@osu.edu        Tel. 614-292-5576 
 
 
Course Overview 
 
This course provides a survey of the history of the Soviet Union from the October Revolution in 1917 and 
its collapse in 1991. The periods immediately prior to and succeeding it will also be examined to provide 
critical context for the main content of the class but also to illuminate the impact of the USSR’s collapse. 
The course will combine both a traditional “top down” narrative that highlights politics and the economy 
with newer “bottom up” approaches that highlight the power and impact of social and cultural forces in 
history.  
 
The heart of this class is an examination of the contrast between the ideologies and realities of Marxism-
Leninism throughout Soviet history, and its impact on the lived realities of the various diverse peoples 
living in this region. The adoption of an explicit state ideology provides a unique opportunity to see how 
theory and ideas translate to reality. Students will examine how this ideology, which rarely, if ever, 
touched upon subjects like gender and sexuality, was used as a justification for various, often conflicting 
policies over the course of the Soviet Union’s existence. Ultimately, throughout the course, students will 
be constantly asked to question whether or not Marxism-Leninism was truly an ideology adopted by the 
USSR, simply a vessel for various politicians to adopt their own goals into as part of various political 
debates, or something in-between.  
 
Special attention will be paid to interactions between dominant and subdominant cultures, especially with 
an eye towards contemporary issues. The Russia-Ukraine War has become one of the most important 
events in the world, and many of the underlying beginnings of the war can be examined through Soviet 
history. For example, throughout the USSR’s existence, Russian citizens exercised their power as the 
dominant cultural bloc within the nation at the expense of Ukrainians. Events like the various Ukrainian 
famines were exacerbated by anti-Ukrainian bias with the Soviet government, including purges of 
“disloyal” Ukrainians. The course will end with an examination of the root causes of the ongoing war, 
and the course will be structured throughout to help explain this major, contemporary event by grounding 
its causes in Soviet history when appropriate. Other ethnic differences between Russians and various 
Central Asian Soviet groups like the Kazaks will also emphasize how the unwillingness of the dominant 
ethnic and social group to adapt and modify its goals to work with minority groups within the nation 
eventually contributed to its internal divisions and eventual dissolution. 
 
General Education (GE) 
 
Legacy GE: Historical Studies 
 
Goal: Students recognize how past events are studied and how they influence today’s society and the 
human condition. 
 
Expected Learning Outcomes (ELOs): 

1. Students construct an integrated perspective on history and the factors that shape human activity. 



2. Students describe and analyze the origins and nature of contemporary issues. 
3. Students speak and write critically about primary and secondary historical sources by examining 

diverse interpretations of past events and ideas in their historical contexts. 
 
How This Course Meets the Legacy GE: Historical Studies ELOs 
 
Through a careful study of the history of the Soviet Union, its creation, and its dissolution, students will 
examine the complex internal and external factors that shaped what was recently the world’s second most 
powerful nation. Students will see how economic factors, social unrest, culture, political instability, 
ideology, war, and many other factors influenced the development and collapse of the USSR. The class 
will also touch upon what happened after the dissolution of the Soviet Union and examine the rise of 
Vladimir Putin and Russia’s imperial efforts in its war with Ukraine. Students will leave the class better 
understanding one of the most important and bloody wars of the 21st Century. To help achieve these 
goals, the course will utilize primary sources from the Soviets to let students examine them in their own 
words and be informed by leading scholars in the field of general contours of Soviet history. 
 
New GE: Themes, Cultures, and Transformations 
 
Goals:  
 
1. Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-depth level than 
in the Foundations component. [Note: In this context, "advanced" refers to courses that are e.g., synthetic, 
rely on research or cutting-edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, among other 
possibilities.] 
 
2. Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-of-classroom 
experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have done in previous 
classes and that they anticipate doing in future.  
 
3. Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of how cultures and sub-cultures develop 
and interact, historically or in contemporary society.  
 
4. Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of differences among societies, institutions, 
and individuals' experience within traditions and cultures.  
 
Expected Learning Outcomes:  
 
Successful students are able to:  
 
1.1. Engage in critical and logical thinking about the topic or idea of the theme.  
 
1.2. Engage in an advance, in-depth, scholarly exploration of the topic or idea of the theme.  
 
2.1. Identify, describe, and synthesize approaches or experiences as they apply to the theme.  
 
2.2. Demonstrate a developing sense of self as a learner through reflection, self-assessment, and creative 
work, building on prior experiences to respond to new and challenging contexts.  
 
3.1. Describe the influence of an aspect of culture (e.g., religious belief, gender roles, institutional 
organization, technology, epistemology, philosophy, scientific discovery, etc.) on at least one historical or 
contemporary issue.  



 
3.2. Analyze the impact of a "big" idea or technological advancement in creating a major and long-lasting 
change in a specific culture.  
 
3.3. Examine the interactions among dominant and sub-cultures.  
 
3.4. Explore changes and continuities over time within a culture or society.  
 
4.1. Recognize and explain differences, similarities, and disparities among institutions, organizations, 
cultures, societies, and/or individuals.  
 
4.2. Explain ways in which categories such as race, ethnicity, and gender and perceptions of difference 
impact individual outcomes and broader societal issues. 
 
 
How this Course meets the Traditions, Cultures, and Transformations ELOs 
 
This course will introduce students to various aspects of Soviet history and society to provide a broad, in 
depth view of what was once the second most powerful nation in the world. Throughout the course, and 
especially with the book review assignment, students will be engage with both primary and secondary 
sources to evaluate both how and why history unfolded in the Soviet Union the way it did but also 
synthesize and formulate their own beliefs about a complicated topic. Students will also be asked to 
reflect upon the readings regularly throughout the course to prepare for in class discussion and to help 
guide the instructor through the various classroom discussions. 
 
Students will analyze the impact of Marxism-Leninism in creating a major and long-lasting change in this 
geographic region. Students will examine how this ideology, which rarely, if ever, touched upon subjects 
like gender and sexuality, was used as a justification for various, often conflicting policies over the course 
of the Soviet Union’s existence. Students will also analyze interactions between the dominant Russian 
culture and the many subcultures living within the boundaries of the USSR, and how the unwillingness of 
the dominant ethnic and social group to adapt and modify its goals to work with minority groups within 
the nation eventually contributed to the Soviet Union’s internal divisions and eventual dissolution. 
 
 
 
Required books: Peter Kenez, A History of the Soviet Union: From the Beginning  
    to its Legacy, 3rd edition. 
   Alexander Solzhenitsyn, One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich. 
 
The books are available at Barnes & Noble – The OSU Bookstore at Gateway/15th & High or online at 
https://ohiostate.bncollege.com/shop/ohiostate/page/find-textbooks and they are also on reserve in the 
Main Library.  In addition, there are approximately 20 readings posted on Carmen. 
 
Grading: 
 
The basic grades for this course will be distributed as follows: 
 
In-class discussion and reflection papers: 25% 
7-8 page paper: 25% 
Midterm: 25% 
Final: 25% 

https://ohiostate.bncollege.com/shop/ohiostate/page/find-textbooks


 
 Students are expected to attend class by default. If a student is going to miss class, they should 
contact the instructor prior to class starting if at all possible. Students will receive their participation grade 
through contributing to in-class discussions about the topic of the day. Additionally, students will need to 
write 5 one page reflection papers throughout the semester based on discussion questions posted on 
Carmen prior to the start of the associated class. These response papers will help inform the instructor of 
what types of thoughts and questions students have about a particular topic and will help set the stage for 
in-class discussion. This will also help students connect class material to the overall themes of the class, 
particularly with ongoing discussions about the role and reality of Marxism-Leninism in the Soviet 
Union. 
 A 7-8 page academic book review providing an in depth critique of a scholarly work will 
constitute the major paper for the class. Details can be found at the end of the syllabus, after the 
course schedule. 
 Finally, there will be a midterm and a final. These assignments will test a student’s ability to 
synthesize the various sources of information found throughout the semester to answer open ended 
questions about Soviet history. Ultimately, to get a good grade, students must comprehend and synthesize 
the various themes and foundations of the course. 
 
Academic Misconduct 
It is the responsibility of the Committee on Academic Misconduct to investigate or establish procedures for the 
investigation of all reported cases of student academic misconduct. The term “academic misconduct” includes all 
forms of student academic misconduct wherever committed; illustrated by, but not limited to, cases of plagiarism 
and dishonest practices in connection with examinations. Instructors shall report all instances of alleged academic 
misconduct to the committee (Faculty Rule 3335-5-48.7 (B)). For additional information, see the Code of Student 
Conduct. 
 
Disability Services 
The university strives to maintain a healthy and accessible environment to support student learning in and out of the 
classroom.  If you anticipate or experience academic barriers based on your disability (including mental health, 
chronic, or temporary medical conditions), please let me know immediately so that we can privately discuss 
options.  To establish reasonable accommodations, I may request that you register with Student Life Disability 
Services.  After registration, make arrangements with me as soon as possible to discuss your accommodations so 
that they may be implemented in a timely fashion. 
If you are ill and need to miss class, including if you are staying home and away from others while experiencing 
symptoms of a viral infection or fever, please let me know immediately. In cases where illness interacts with an 
underlying medical condition, please consult with Student Life Disability Services to request reasonable 
accommodations. You can connect with them at slds@osu.edu; 614-292-3307; or slds.osu.edu. 
 
Religious Accommodations 
Ohio State has had a longstanding practice of making reasonable academic accommodations for students' religious 
beliefs and practices in accordance with applicable law. In 2023, Ohio State updated its practice to align with new 
state legislation. Under this new provision, students must be in early communication with their instructors regarding 
any known accommodation requests for religious beliefs and practices, providing notice of specific dates for which 
they request alternative accommodations within 14 days after the first instructional day of the course. Instructors in 
turn shall not question the sincerity of a student's religious or spiritual belief system in reviewing such requests and 
shall keep requests for accommodations confidential. 
 
With sufficient notice, instructors will provide students with reasonable alternative accommodations with regard to 
examinations and other academic requirements with respect to students' sincerely held religious beliefs and practices 
by allowing up to three absences each semester for the student to attend or participate in religious activities. 
Examples of religious accommodations can include, but are not limited to, rescheduling an exam, altering the time 
of a student's presentation, allowing make-up assignments to substitute for missed class work, or flexibility in due 
dates or research responsibilities. If concerns arise about a requested accommodation, instructors are to consult their 
tenure initiating unit head for assistance. 

https://trustees.osu.edu/bylaws-and-rules/3335-5
http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/
http://studentlife.osu.edu/csc/
mailto:slds@osu.edu
https://slds.osu.edu/


 
A student's request for time off shall be provided if the student's sincerely held religious belief or practice severely 
affects the student's ability to take an exam or meet an academic requirement and the student has notified their 
instructor, in writing during the first 14 days after the course begins, of the date of each absence. Although students 
are required to provide notice within the first 14 days after a course begins, instructors are strongly encouraged to 
work with the student to provide a reasonable accommodation if a request is made outside the notice period. A 
student may not be penalized for an absence approved under this policy. 
If students have questions or disputes related to academic accommodations, they should contact their course 
instructor, and then their department or college office. For questions or to report discrimination or harassment based 
on religion, individuals should contact the Office of Institutional Equity. (Policy: Religious Holidays, Holy Days 
and Observances) 
 
  
Class Schedule 
 
Ideology, Revolution and the Creation of the USSR 

- What are the main principles of Marxism-Leninism? 
- How did the ideology of Marxism-Leninism impact the creation of the Soviet Union? 

 
These first few weeks will examine background information on the formation of the Soviet Union, the 
October Revolution, and the Russian Civil War. Their overarching goal is to provide student will a clear 
understanding of how the October Revolution developed, what influenced its leaders, and the impact it 
immediately had on major world events like World War I. 
 
WEEK 1 
 Aug. 23   Introduction 
 
 Aug. 25   Russian empire; tsarist autocracy; origins of the  
    1917 Revolution; February Revolution. 
    Film excerpt: "Rasputin." 
    [Kenez, chapter 1] 
 
Weeks 2-3 provides students with an in-depth examination of the many of the most important promises 
made by Lenin and the Bolsheviks and how they impacted the initial revolution. Special emphasis will be 
paid, however, on the experiences of everyday citizens of Russia who lived through the Revolution and 
what change, if any, it had on their lives. Students will also examine scholarly narratives of the period to 
see how historians craft their arguments and how methodological choices can impact both what someone 
analyzes and how they analyze it. Marxism-Leninism will also be introduced as a philosophy along with 
the role it played amongst the Bolsheviks.  
 
 
WEEK 2 
 Aug. 30- Sept. 1 Provisional Government; Bolshevik Party;  
    October Revolution; Constituent Assembly;  
    Decree on Land; Treaty of Brest-Litovsk. 
    Film excerpt: "The Russian Revolution." 
    [Kenez, chapter 2] 
    Discussion: Excerpts from Eyewitnesses to the  
    Russian Revolution (posted on Carmen). 
 
Stalin’s Soviet Union 

mailto:equity@osu.edu
https://oaa.osu.edu/religious-holidays-holy-days-and-observances
https://oaa.osu.edu/religious-holidays-holy-days-and-observances


- How did the theoretical principles of Marxism-Leninism differ from how Stalin employed these 
ideologies in the Soviet government at this time? 

- How did the lived realities of the people during this time compare to the promises of Marxism-
Leninism as a reality? 

- How would you describe the relationship between the dominant Russian culture and other 
cultural groups living within Soviet borders at this time? 

 
WEEK 3 
 Sept. 6-8  Civil War; War Communism; Comintern; 
    New Economic Policy; Avant-garde culture. 
    Film excerpt: "The Russian Revolution." 
    [Kenez, chapter 3] 
    Discussion: Excerpts from In the Shadow of 
    Revolution (posted on Carmen). 
 
Weeks 4-6 provide an overview of the creation and operation of the Stalinist dictatorship. Although 
students will learn the basic political history of the period, attention will be specifically focused on the 
various lived experiences during this era. For example, the famine in Ukraine and how the region was 
targeted in various purges will not only exemplify the Stalinist approach to agricultural and purges, but 
also help highlight the general Russian attitude towards Ukraine and how that informs the ongoing 
Russia-Ukraine War. This examination will culminate in students discussing Alexander Solzhenitsyn’s 
One Day in the Life of Ivan Denisovich, a classic Soviet era novel that describes experiences in the gulag 
system. How Stalin adopted Marxism-Leninism to suit his own political goals will also be examined. 
 
 
WEEK 4 
 Sept. 13-15  Leadership struggles; Stalin; Collectivization; Famine; 
    Anti-religious propaganda; Nationality policies. 
    Film excerpt: "Harvest of Despair." 
    [Kenez, chapter 4] 
    Discussion: Maurice Hindus, “Red Bread” (posted on Carmen). 
 
 
WEEK 5     
 Sept. 20-22  Industrialization; Urbanization; Gender roles in Soviet society;  
    Cultural revolution; New elite. 
    Film excerpt: Documentary footage of industrialization. 
    Discussion: Excerpt from John Scott, Behind the Urals 
     (posted on Carmen). 
 
     
WEEK 6 
 Sept. 27-29  Great Purges; Mass operations; National operations; 
    Soviet modernity in comparative perspective. 
    Film excerpt: "Marshall Blucher." 
    [Kenez, chapter 5] 
    Discussion: Alexander Solzhenitsyn, One Day in the 
     Life of Ivan Denisovich 
 
Week 7 will examine the Soviet Union’s role in World War II. It will highlight the various external factors 
that led the Soviet Union to initially make a pact with Nazi Germany and invade Poland, but how serious 



miscalculations led the Soviets to not be prepared for the eventual war with the Nazis. Special emphasis 
will be paid to the industrial power of the Soviet Union and how the various industrial plans pushed by 
Stalin contributed to the USSR’s victory over the Nazis by giving the Soviets a framework for quick 
construction of industrial sites away from major battlefields as well as the realities of individual citizens 
during the war. 
 
WEEK 7 
 Oct. 4-6  Foreign Policy; World War II; Battle of 
    Moscow; Siege of Leningrad. 
    Film excerpt: Documentary footage of World War II 
    [Kenez, chapter 6] 
    Discussion: Excerpts from Writing the Siege of 
    Leningrad (Posted on Carmen) 
 
The Cold War 

- How did Marxism-Leninism change from the governments of Stalin to Khruschev? 
- How would you describe the relationship between the dominant Russian culture and other 

cultural groups living within Soviet borders at this time? 
 
 
 
WEEK 8 
 Oct. 11   MIDTERM EXAM 
 
 Oct. 13   FALL BREAK -- No class 
 
Weeks 9-11 will cover the early Cold War and Khruschev eras. Students will learn about the external 
factors that influenced the Soviet Union’s responses during the early Cold War and led to a quick 
deterioration between the USSR and their wartime allies. The death of Stalin and transition to Khruschev 
will also be examined to provide a clear overview of how the Soviet system wanted to transition out of 
Stalinism after the death of its namesake. The Cuban Missile Crisis will be examined in detail to see how 
a key combination of internal and external factors led to the most dangerous moment of the Cold War. 
Students will see previously top secret documents from both the Soviet and American perspective to see 
how the event unfolded from various perspectives. Students will then partake in an in-class simulation to 
see how different actors in the USSR, US, and Cuba acted due to their varied goals and pressures. 
 
 
WEEK 9 
 Oct. 18-20  Postwar reconstruction; Gender roles; 
    Soviet control of Eastern Europe; Cold War;   
    Deportation of national minorities. 
    Film excerpt: "Stalin: The Power of Fear." 
    [Kenez, chapter 7] 
    Discussion: Natalia Baranskaya, "A Week Like 
    Any Other" (Posted on Carmen). 
 
 
 
WEEK 10 
 Oct. 25-27  Khrushchev Era; De-Stalinization; Cultural 



    thaw; Space race; Virgin lands program. 
    Film excerpt: Documentary footage of Khrushchev 
    [Kenez, chapter 8] 
     Discussion: Excerpt from Vasily Grossman,  
    Forever Flowing (Posted on Carmen). 
 
 
WEEK 11 
 Nov. 1    Film: “The Cuban Missile Crisis, 1962” 
    Reading: Documents on Cuban Missile Crisis  
    (Posted on Carmen). 
 
 Nov. 3    Cuban Missile Crisis Simulation 
     
 
The End of the USSR and Russia Today 

- What is the legacy of Leninism-Marxism after the breakup of the Soviet Union? 
- How did the history of conflicts between the dominant Russian culture and subcultures within 

Soviet borders lead to continued tensions in the post-Soviet world? 
 
Weeks 12 and 13 will examine the last few decades of the USSR, specifically focusing on the failure of the 
social and economic conditions within the country to adapt and keep up with competing capitalist 
countries. Lagging scientific achievements also compounded into a spiraling need for defense spending at 
the expense of addressing the growing social discontent foaming in Soviet society. Gorbachev’s reforms 
will be examined to show attempts at addressing these and other major issues in Soviet society and how 
they failed to fix the numerous issues that eventually lead to the breakup of the USSR and the ending of 
the Cold War. Of particular note will be the debate amongst various actors of how to actually implement 
Marxism-Leninism in the wake of various challenges the USSR faced during this period. 
 
WEEK 12 
 Nov. 8-10  Brezhnev era; Prague Spring; Détente; 
    Leadership transition; Gorbachev; End of Cold War. 
    Film excerpt: Documentary footage of Brezhnev. 
    [Kenez, chapter 9] 
     Discussion: Excerpt from Russia’s Sputnik 
    Generation (Posted on Carmen) 
 
 
WEEK 13 
 Nov. 15-17  Perestroika; Failed coup of August 1991; 
    Breakup of the Soviet Union; Yeltsin era; 
    Privatization; Social stratification. 
    Film excerpt: “Return of the Czar” 
    [Kenez, chapters 10-11]  
    Discussion: Excerpts from Soviet Communism  
    from Reform to Collapse (Posted on Carmen) 
  
      
THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 Nov. 22-24  No class 



 
Week 14 will end the class by giving an overview of post-Soviet Russia and how the promise of 
democracy devolved into yet another dictatorship, this time led by Vladimir Putin. Particular focus will 
be paid to the relationship between Russia, Ukraine, and other former Soviet states and how events 
during the Soviet era laid the foundation for the contemporary conflict. 
 
WEEK 14 
 Nov. 29-Dec. 1  Putin; Illiberal democracy; Ukrainian Revolution of Dignity; 
    U.S.-Russian relations; Russian Invasion of Ukraine. 
    Film excerpt: Putin speech following annexation of Crimea 
    Discussion: Putin Speech just prior to Invasion of Ukraine 
    (Posted on Carmen) 
    [Kenez, chapters 12-13] 
 
 Dec. 6   No class 
    PAPERS DUE – submit electronically 
    via Carmen “Assignments” page by 6:00 pm. 
FINALS WEEK 
 Dec. 13   FINAL EXAM    2:00-3:45 (exam time is different than class time) 
 
 
 
Paper Assignment: 
 
 Write a 7-8 page book review of a scholarly monograph on some topic in Soviet history.  Choose 
a book on a topic that interests you. Consult the list below or ask the professor for suggestions.  Your 
review should do more than simply summarize the book.  It should critically evaluate the book's 
argument, its use of sources, and its significance.  Explain whether you agree with the book's major points 
and why. 
 
 The following are some questions you may choose to discuss in your paper: 
 1. Do you know anything about the author?  (Read the book jacket, the acknowledgements, and 
the dedication.  Note the publisher and year of publication.)  Does the author have any clear biases or 
agendas that influence the book? 
 2. Does the book have a clear thesis?  Does the author prove the thesis?  Is the thesis a significant 
contribution to our understanding of Russian history? 
 3. What type of history is the focus of the book?  (Political, social, cultural, religious, intellectual, 
biographical, psychological, administrative, military, or economic history.)  What other types of history 
might be applied to this topic? 
 4. How does the author explain historical events and trends?  What does s/he state or assume to 
be the causal forces in history? 
 5. What sources (treaties, speeches, decrees, government records, memoirs, statistics, etc.) does 
the author rely upon?  Is the research well documented?  Is the use of sources convincing? Do other 
sources contradict the thesis of the book? 
 
 Papers will be graded on their writing style as well as their content.  Be sure to formulate clear 
arguments about the book.  Support your arguments with examples from the book (but avoid overly-long 
quotations), and provide the page number in parentheses.  Organize your paper carefully and include an 
introduction and conclusion.  Papers must be typed, double-spaced, with one-inch margins on all sides.  
Include a title page with your name, the title of your paper, and the course number. 
 



Extensions on the paper are granted at the discretion of the professor only to those students 
presenting valid and verifiable excuses.  Students who are unable to complete the assignment for familial, 
legal, or medical reasons must contact the professor no later than the due date.  Work turned in late 
without a valid excuse will be penalized by one letter grade per day late.  Likewise, students who miss an 
exam due to familial, legal, or medical reasons must contact the professor prior to the exam date.  They 
must subsequently provide written evidence to verify their excuse.  The professor will report all instances 
of alleged academic misconduct, including plagiarism, to the Committee on Academic Misconduct. For 
additional information, see the Code of Student Conduct: 
http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp 

 
 Students with disabilities that have been certified by the Office for Disability Services will be 
appropriately accommodated and should inform the instructor as soon as possible of their needs. The 
Office for Disability Services is located in 150 Pomerene Hall, 1760 Neil Avenue; telephone 292-3307, 
TDD 292-0901; http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu 
 

http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/info_for_students/csc.asp


Recommended books for paper: 
 
Laura Engelstein, Russia in Flames: War, Revolution, and Civil War, 1914-1921 (Oxford, 2017). 
Francesco Benvenuti, The Bolsheviks and the Red Army, 1918-1922 (Cambridge, 1988). 
Frederick Corney, Telling October: Memory and the Making of the Bolshevik Revolution (Ithaca, 2004). 
Orlando Figes, Peasant Russia, Civil War (Oxford, 1989). 
Sheila Fitzpatrick, The Russian Revolution (Oxford, 1994). 
S. A. Smith, Russia in Revolution (Oxford, 2017). 
Lynn Mally, The Culture of the Future: The Proletkult Movement in Revolutionary Russia (Berkeley, 
1990). 
Alexander Rabinowitch, The Bolsheviks Come to Power (New York, 1976). 
Donald Raleigh, Revolution on the Volga (Ithaca, 1986). 
Allan Wildman, The End of the Russian Imperial Army: The Road to Soviet Power and Peace (Princeton, 
1987). 
Evan Mawdsley, The Russian Civil War (London, 1987). 
Lewis Siegelbaum, Soviet State and Society between Revolutions, 1918-1929 (Cambridge, 1992). 
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GE Theme course submission worksheet: Traditions, Cultures, & Transformations 

Overview 

Courses in the GE Themes aim to provide students with opportunities to explore big picture 
ideas and problems within the specific practice and expertise of a discipline or department. 
Although many Theme courses serve within disciplinary majors or minors, by requesting 
inclusion in the General Education, programs are committing to the incorporation of the goals of 
the focal theme and the success and participation of students from outside of their program. 

 
Each category of the GE has specific learning goals and Expected Learning Outcomes (ELOs) that 
connect to the big picture goals of the program. ELOs describe the knowledge or skills students 
should have by the end of the course. Courses in the GE Themes must meet the ELOs common for 
all GE Themes and those specific to the Theme, in addition to any ELOs the instructor has 
developed specific to that course. All courses in the GE must indicate that they are part of the GE 
and include the Goals and ELOs of their GE category on their syllabus. 

 
The prompts in this form elicit information about how this course meets the expectations of the 
GE Themes. The form will be reviewed by a group of content experts (the Theme Advisory) and 
by a group of curriculum experts (the Theme Panel), with the latter having responsibility for the 
ELOs and Goals common to all themes (those things that make a course appropriate for the GE 
Themes) and the former having responsibility for the ELOs and Goals specific to the topic of this 
Theme. 

 
Briefly describe how this course connects to or exemplifies the concept of this Theme 
(Traditions, Cultures, & Transformations) 

In a sentence or two, explain how this class “fits’ within the focal Theme. This will help reviewers 
understand the intended frame of reference for the course-specific activities described below. 

 

(enter text here) 
HIST 3282 very comfortably fits with the Traditions, Cultures, and Transformation 
theme due to its nearly universal focus on the creation and eventual cessation of the 
Soviet Union. By singularly focusing on the history of one nation from beginning to 
end, this course can show both the durability and flexibility of traditions, the power of 
majority and minority cultural components in a multi-ethnic state, and how these all 
evolved and influenced each other over a relatively short time frame. 



Connect this course to the Goals and ELOs shared by all Themes 

Below are the Goals and ELOs common to all Themes. In the accompanying table, for each ELO, 
describe the activities (discussions, readings, lectures, assignments) that provide opportunities 
for students to achieve those outcomes. The answer should be concise and use language 
accessible to colleagues outside of the submitting department or discipline. The specifics of the 
activities matter—listing “readings” without a reference to the topic of those readings will not 
allow the reviewers to understand how the ELO will be met. However, the panel evaluating the 
fit of the course to the Theme will review this form in conjunction with the syllabus, so if 
readings, lecture/discussion topics, or other specifics are provided on the syllabus, it is not 
necessary to reiterate them within this form. The ELOs are expected to vary in their “coverage” 
in terms of number of activities or emphasis within the course. Examples from successful courses 
are shared on the next page. 

Goal 1: Successful students will analyze an important topic or idea at a more advanced and in-
depth level than the foundations. In this context, “advanced” refers to courses that are e.g., 
synthetic, rely on research or cutting-edge findings, or deeply engage with the subject matter, 
among other possibilities. 

Goal 2: Successful students will integrate approaches to the theme by making connections to out-
of- classroom experiences with academic knowledge or across disciplines and/or to work they have 
done in previous classes and that they anticipate doing in future. 

 
 Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOs 
ELO 1.1 Engage in critical and 
logical thinking. 

This class emphasizes the need for students to go 
beyond basic political rhetoric and instead examine the 
factual reality of history. Most Americans are introduced 
to Soviet history through political commentary without 
any analysis of what actually occurred in the USSR. By 

examining primary and secondary sources related to the 
USSR as well as attending lectures, students can 
formulate their own opinions using critical thinking 

instead of relying on base political rhetoric. 
ELO 1.2 Engage in an 
advanced, in-depth, 
scholarly exploration of the 
topic or ideas within this 
theme. 

By examining the history of the Soviet Union from 
beginnign to end, students will see how tradition and 

culture transformed in a multi-ethnic state, even one that 
only lasted seventy years. The course will impliment a 
combination of lecture, readings, and role play to help 
students understand various aspects of the theme. To 

use one example, secondary readings and lectures will 
emphasize the often dissonant relationship between 
Marxist-Leninst ideology on sex and gender and the 

reality of women within the USSR. In another, students 
will do a role play simulation of the Cuban Missile Crisis 

where they, informed by the political, cultural, and foreign 
policy situation in the USSR, will participate in a 

recreation to better understand what went on in the 
minds of various actors during that episode. The entire 
course plans to emphasize the various transformations 



and realities that the USSR underwent and how they 
eventually contributed to its downfall. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, describe, 
and synthesize approaches 
or experiences. 

Students will be exposed to various primary and 
secondary sources related to the USSR throughout the 
semester, and they will be explored together in lectures. 
Emphasizing the multitude of factors that always 
impacted the USSR's political history, for example, will 
provide students ample opportunities to synthesize 
material. The weekly reading reflections will also provide 
students an opportunity to not only synthezie their new 
knowledge, but help influence the class so that students 
can hear from a diverse set of perspectives and analyze 
the readings from multiple viewpoints. The midterm and 
final will also explicitly require synthesis of various class 
materials in order to achieve a high grade through 
asking students complex questions with open ended 
answers. The goal of these questions is to allow for 
students to craft answers that they feel best reflect the 
knowledge gained throughout the course instead of 
regurgetating viewpoints or knoweldge expoused by the 
instructor. The book review essay will also require this 
as students will be expected to identify and analyze the 
various sources and methodologies leading scholars in 
the field use and the strengths and weaknesses of them. 

ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a 
developing sense of self as a 
learner through reflection, 
self- assessment, and 
creative work, building on 
prior experiences to respond 
to new and challenging 
contexts. 

Most students have at least some exposure to the Soviet 
Union either through charged political rhetoric, earlier 
history classes, or possibly through family histories. The 
course aims to build upon this base of knowledge to 
provide students an extensive overview of what was 
once the world's second most important nation. 
Questions and lectures throughout the course will ask 
students to reflect upon how the information they've 
learned confirms or contrasts with what they heard 
previously. The weekly reflections will also allow for that 
as students will be able to synthesize their new and 
previous knowledge and possibly influence class 
discussion through their reflections. 
Students will also get an opportunity to specialize their 
knowledge within the context of the class through the 
essay assignment. By students choosing the monograph 
they wish to review, they can personalize their learning 
experience in the context of the course and build 
upon/expand whatever base of knowledge they may or 
may not have had when entering the class. For example, 
one student may wish to build upon their 
interest/knowledge of the Cold War and review a work 
dealing with such a topic, while another one may have 
family heritage tracing to the USSR so they choose a 
work that would provide insight into their family's history 
and experiences. 



 
Example responses for proposals within “Citizenship” (from Sociology 3200, Comm 2850, French 
2803): 

 

This course will build skills needed to engage in critical and logical thinking 
about immigration and immigration related policy through: 
Weekly reading response papers which require the students to synthesize 
and critically evaluate cutting-edge scholarship on immigration; 
Engagement in class-based discussion and debates on immigration-related 
topics using evidence-based logical reasoning to evaluate policy positions; 
Completion of an assignment which build skills in analyzing empirical data 
on immigration (Assignment #1) 

ELO 1.1 Engage in critical 
and logical thinking. 



 Completion 3 assignments which build skills in connecting 
individual experiences with broader population-based patterns 
(Assignments #1, #2, #3) 
Completion of 3 quizzes in which students demonstrate 
comprehension of the course readings and materials. 

ELO 2.1 Identify, 
describe, and synthesize 
approaches or 
experiences. 

Students engage in advanced exploration of each module topic 
through a combination of lectures, readings, and discussions. 

Lecture 
Course materials come from a variety of sources to help students 
engage in the relationship between media and citizenship at an 
advanced level. Each of the 12 modules has 3-4 lectures that 
contain information from both 
peer-reviewed and popular sources. Additionally, each module 
has at least one guest lecture from an expert in that topic to 
increase students’ access to people with expertise in a variety of 
areas. 

 
Reading 
The textbook for this course provides background information on 
each topic and corresponds to the lectures. Students also take 
some control over their own learning by choosing at least one 
peer-reviewed article and at least one newspaper article from 
outside the class materials to read and include in their weekly 
discussion posts. 

 
Discussions 
Students do weekly discussions and are given flexibility in their 
topic choices in order to allow them to take some control over their 
education. They are also asked to provide 
information from sources they’ve found outside the lecture 
materials. In this way, they are able to 
explore areas of particular interest to them and practice the skills 
they will need to gather information 
about current events, analyze this information, and communicate 
it with others. 

 
Activity Example: Civility impacts citizenship behaviors in many 
ways. Students are asked to choose a TED talk from a provided list 
(or choose another speech of their interest) and summarize and 
evaluate what it says about the relationship between civility and 
citizenship. Examples of Ted Talks on the list include Steven 
Petrow on the difference between being polite and being civil, 
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie’s talk on how a single story can 
perpetuate stereotypes, and Claire Wardle’s talk on how diversity 
can enhance citizenship. 



ELO 2.2 Demonstrate a 
developing sense of self 
as a learner through 
reflection, self-
assessment, and 
creative work, building 
on prior experiences to 
respond to new and 
challenging contexts. 

Students will conduct research on a specific event or site in Paris 
not already discussed in depth in class. Students will submit a 
300-word abstract of their topic and a bibliography of at least 
five reputable academic and mainstream sources. At the end of 
the semester they will submit a 5-page research paper and 
present their findings in a 10-minute oral and visual presentation 
in a small-group setting in Zoom. 

 
Some examples of events and sites: 
The Paris Commune, an 1871 socialist uprising violently squelched 
by conservative forces 

 Jazz-Age Montmartre, where a small community of African-
Americans– including actress and singer Josephine Baker, who 
was just inducted into the French Pantheon–settled and worked 
after World War I. 
The Vélodrome d’hiver Roundup, 16-17 July 1942, when 13,000 
Jews were rounded up by Paris police before being sent to 
concentration camps 
The Marais, a vibrant Paris neighborhood inhabited over the 
centuries by aristocrats, then Jews, then the LGBTQ+ community, 
among other groups. 

 
Goals and ELOs unique to Traditions, Cultures, & Transformations 

Below are the Goals and ELOs specific to this Theme. As above, in the accompanying Table, for 
each ELO, describe the activities (discussions, readings, lectures, assignments) that provide 
opportunities for students to achieve those outcomes. The answer should be concise and use 
language accessible to colleagues outside of the submitting department or discipline. The ELOs 
are expected to vary in their “coverage” in terms of number of activities or emphasis within the 
course. Examples from successful courses are shared on the next page. 

GOAL 3: Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of how cultures and sub-
cultures develop and interact, historically or in contemporary society. 

 
GOAL 4: Successful students will engage in a systematic assessment of differences among 
societies, institutions, and individuals’ experience within traditions and cultures. 

 
 Course activities and assignments to meet these ELOs 
ELO 3.1 Describe the influence of an 
aspect of culture (religious belief, 
gender roles, institutional 
organization, technology, 
epistemology, philosophy, scientific 
discovery, etc.) on at least one 
historical or 
contemporary issue. 

This course will cover multiple such topics. To 
use one example, the course will describe in 
detail the influence, impact, and realities of 
Marxism-Leninism in the Soviet Union. As an 
ideological state, Marxism-Leninism 
theoretically drove the USSR's policy rationales, 
but students will examine how various leaders 
often shifted said ideology to suit their own 
political goals and desires. For a contemporary 
issue, students will see how the interactions 



between the Russian majority and Ukranian 
minority during the USSR's existence helped lay 
the foundations for the current war between 
Russia and Ukraine. 

ELO 3.2 Analyze the impact of a “big” 
idea or technological advancement in 
creating a major and long-lasting 
change in a specific 
culture. 

Beyond Marxism-Leninism as discussed above, 
the class will talk about various scientific 
advancements and how they influenced policy. 
The nuclear bomb's influence, for example, will 
be highlighted not only in the Cuban Missile 
Crisis simulation, but also throughout the Cold 
War as the USSR often struggled to respond to 
superior nuclear weaponry and related 
technologies developed by the United States. 

ELO 3.3 Examine the interactions 
among dominant and sub-cultures. 

As a multi-ethnic state, the USSR provides 
numerous opportunities to examine such 
interactions. The Russian-Ukraine interaction will 
be discussed as mentioned above, so will 
various interactions between the Russian 
majority and various Central Asian minorities like 
the Kazaks as the Russian majority often sought 
to force Russian ideals, values, and procedures 
onto such groups in order to "civilize" them and 
make them more amenable to Marxism-
Leninism as practiced by the reigning leader. 

ELO 3.4 Explore changes and 
continuities over time within a culture 
or society. 

The course covers the entirety of the Soviet 
Union's existence, so the course provides an 
opportunity to examine what effect the USSR's 
existence had upon its various member states 
and their respective socities. What aspects of 
various cultures and socities that both predated 
and surivived the USSR will be examined at the 
beginning and end of the course. 

ELO 4.1 Recognize and explain 
differences, similarities, and disparities 
among institutions, organizations, 
cultures, 
societies, and/or individuals. 

One of the major policy goals of the USSR was 
to create state enforced equality, but that simply 
did not happen. As the course expands, students 
will be asked to examine how the policy goals of 
the state conflicted with realities on the ground. 
Students will also be asked to examine how 
Marxist ideology's ideal society and assumptions 
made about that ideal society caused the Soviet 
state to forcefully transform various ethnic 
minorities within the nation against their wishes, 
cultures, and traditions in order to fit an idealized 
vision of society. 

ELO 4.2 Explain ways in which 
categories such as race, ethnicity, and 
gender and perceptions of difference, 
impact individual 
outcomes and broader societal issues 

As mentioned above, ethnic tensions between 
various groups within the USSR will provide one 
of the major focal points of the coure, especially 
as the course seeks to show students the 
historical roots of the current conflict between 
Ukraine and Russia. 
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